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the present King of Prussia, with his father and
brother, the late king, the Dukes of Nassau, Baden,
and a host of continental princes, who entered
familiarly into the amusements of ordinary mortals,
dining incog, at the most renowned restaurants, and
flirting with painted female frailty.

A description of one of the houses of the Palais
Koyal will serve to portray the whole of this French
pandemonium. On the ground-floor is a jeweller's
shop, where may be purchased diamonds, pearls,
emeralds, and every description of female ornament,
such as only can be possessed by those who have
very large sums of money at their command. It was
here that the successful gambler often deposited
a portion of his winnings, and took away some
costly article of jewellery, which he presented to
some female friend who had never appeared with
him at the altar of marriage. Beside this shop was
a staircase, generally very dirty, which communi-
cated with the floors above. Immediately over the
shop was a cafe, at the counter of which presided a
lady, generally of more than ordinary female attrac-
tions, who was very much decolletee, and wore an
amount of jewellery which would have made the
eye of an Israelite twinkle with delight. And there
la crSme de la crSme of male society used to meet,
sip their ice and drink tbeir cup of mocha, whilst
holding long conversations, almost exclusively about
gambling and women.

Men's thoughts, in this region, seemed to centre
night and day upon the tapis vert, and at the en-
trance of this s^don was that fatal chamber, over
which might have been written the famous line of
Dante, " Voi che entrate lasciate ogni speranza"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